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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 



1 . (Currently Amended) An adjustable surround for use with a fireplace, the surround 
comprising: 

a first member extending generally horizontally between a first end and a second 
en d having first and s e cond o nd s;-a»d 

a second member extending generally horizontally between a first end and a second 
end Lhaving first and second ends, the first and second members being oriented 
generally horizontally in alignment with the first ends facing each otherjo 
define a spacing , where a distance between the second ends of the first and 
second members defining defines a width of the surround; 

wherein the first and second members are movable relatiye to each other to vary the 
width of the surroimd; 

a first side member having a front face and a length and extending generally vertically 
between a first end and a second end, the first end of the first side member 
being coupled to the second end of the first member: 

a second side member having a fi-ont face and a length and extending generally 

vertically between a first end and a second end, the first end of the second side 
member being coupled to the second end of the second member, the length of 
the first and second side members defining a portion of a height of the 
surround: 

a first overlap member configured to cover the spacing between the first ends of the 
first and second members: 

a second overlap member having a top, an inner contoured surface that matches the 
fi-ont face of the first side member to provide a seamless appearance between 
the first side member and the second overlap member, and a bottom adapted to 
rest against a floor, where the second overlap member is configured to cover a 
spacing between the second end of the first side member and the floor: and 
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a third overlap member having a top, an inner contoured surface that matches the 
front face of the second side member to provide a seamless appearance 
between the second side member and the third overlap member, and a bottom 
adapted to rest aga inst the floor, where the third overlap member is configured 
to cover a spacing be tween the second end of the second side member and the 
floor: 

wherein relative movement between the second and third overlap members and 
respective first and second side members adjusts a height of the surround . 

2. - 6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The surround of claim 1 , further comprising a retaining bracket 
configured for mounting the surround to an exterior portion of the fireplace or a wall 
structure adjacent-tet-e h to the fireplace, wherein the retaining bracket supports the first and 
second members in predetermined positions relative to each other. 

8. (Original) The surround of claim 7, wherein the retaining bracket includes first and 
second retaining members configured to support respective first and second members. 

9. (Original) The surround of claim 2, wherein the first overlap member includes a 
keystone shape. 

1 0. (Original) The surround of claim 2, wherein the first overlap member includes a front 
decorative surface and a rear surface, the rear surface including a track structure configured 
to engage a front decorative surface of the first and second members to couple the first 
overlap member to the first and second horizontal members. 

1 1 . (Original) The surround of claim 6, wherein the second and third overlap members 
each include a fi-ont decorative surface and a rear surface, the rear surface including a track 
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Structure configured to engage a front decorative surface of respective first and second side 
members to couple the second and third overlap member to respective first and second side 
members. 

12. (Original) The surround of claim 6, wherein the second and third overlap members 
are coupled to the first ends of respective first and second side members. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Original) The surround of claim 6, wherem the second and third overlap members 
are coupled respectively to the second ends of the first and second members and to the first 
ends of the first and second side members. 

15. (Currently Amended) A width adjustment surround for a fireplace, the surround 
comprising: 

first and second top members arranged end to end in a generally horizontal orientation 
and defining a width of the surround, wherein the first and second top 
members are movable relative to each other to alter the width of the surround; 

a first retaining member including: 

a surround mount portion secured to the first top member: and 
a wall engagement portion extending outwardlv awav from the first top 
member: 

a second retaining member including: 

a surround mount portion secured to the second top member: and 
a wall engagement portion extending outwardlv awav from the second top 
member: 

a wall mounting bracket including: 
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a wall mount portion configured to extend along and be secured to a front 

surface of at least one of a fireplace and a wall structure adjacent to the 
fireplace: and 

a surround engage ment portion extending outward and upward from the wall 
mount portion to engage the wall engagement portions of the first and 
second retaining members, respectively . 

16. (Original) The surround of claim 15, wherein the first and second top members each 
include a first end, the first ends facing each other, and movement of the first and second top 
members adjusts a spacing between the first ends. 

17. (Original) The surround of claim 16, further comprising a first overlap member 
configured to overlap the first ends of the first and second top members to cover the spacing 
between the first ends. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A height adjustment surround for a fireplace, the surround 
comprising: 

first and second side members extending generally vertically on opposing sides of a 
combustion chamber enclosure of the fireplace; and 

first and second overlap members on opposing sides of the fireplace, each of the first 
and second overlap members having contoured inner surfaces, a top, and a 
bottom adapted to rest against a floor adjacent the fireplace and being 
configured to be coupled to r e sp e ctive t he first and second side members^i 
respectively, to provide a seamless appearance with the first and second side 
members and cover gaps between the floor and the first and second side 
members : 

wherein relative movement between the first and second side members and resp e ctiv e 
tiie_first and second overlap membe rs, respectively, adjusts a height of the 
surroimd. 
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1 9. (Original) The surround of claim 1 8, wherein the first and second side members 
include first ends oriented generally downward facing, and the first and second overlap 
members are configured to be coupled to the first end of respective first and second side 
members. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method of adjusting a size of a decorative surround for a 
fireplace, the surround having a height, a width, a top member oriented generally 
horizontally and having a width in a vertical direction and a length in the horizontal direct, 
and first and second side members extending generally vertically and being coupled to the 
top member, the method comprising the steps of: 

securing a retaining bracket to the top member, the retaining bracket including a 
surround mount portion secured to the top member and a wall engagement 
portion extending outwardly awav from the top member: 

securing a wal l mounting bracket to a fi-ont surface of at least one of a wall structure 
and a fireplace, the wall mounting bracket including a wall mount portion 
configured to extend along and be secured to the front surface and a surround 
engagement portion extending outward and upward from the wall mount 
portion: 

mounting the top member to the front surface bv engaging the surround engagement 
portion of the wall mounting bracket with the wall engagement portion of the 
retaining bracket: and 

moving the first and second side members across the width of the top member to 
adjust the height of the surround. 

2 1 . (Original) The method of claim 20, further comprising the step of moving the first 
and second side members along a length of the top member to adjust a width of the surround. 
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22. (Original) The method of claim 20, further comprising the step of mounting the 
surround to an exterior portion of the fireplace or a wall structure adjacent the fireplace with 
a retaining bracket. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the surround further includes first and 
second overlap members configured to overlap respective first and second ends of the top 
member and first ends of the side members. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method of adjusting a size of a decorative surround for a 
fireplace, the surround having a width and including first and second horizontal members 
oriented generally horizontally and being aligned end to end, the method comprising the 
steps of 

moving the first and second horizontal members relative to each other to adjust the 

width of the surround; 
securing the first and second horizontal members to a fi-ont surface of at least one of 

the fireplace and a wall adjacent the fireplace: 
covering the ends of the first and second horizontal members with a first overlap 

member after securing the first and second horizontal members to the front 

surface; and 

securing the first overlap member to the first and second horizontal members . 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24, wherein the ourround further includes 
ffii-overlap member having tms_a widt h and being configured to overlap o nd o of the first and 
s e cond horizontal memb e rs that ar e facing e ach other , and the moving step includes moving 
the first and second horizontal members relative to each other within the width of the overlap 
member. 



26. (Currently Amended) A method of adjusting a size of a decorative surroimd for a 
fireplace, the surround having a height and including first and second side members 
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extending generally vertically along opposing sides of a combustion chamber enclosure of 
the fireplace, and including first and second overlap members coupled to the first and s ec ond 
side members , the method comprising the steps ofi 

covering lowe r ends of the first and second side members with the overlap members, 
including: 

providing a seamless appearance between the first and second overlap 

members and the first and second side members, respecfivelv: and 

contacting a bottom of the first and second overlap members with a floor 

structure in front of the fireplace to cover a spacing between the floor 
structure an d the first and second side members, respectively, such that 
the first and second overlap members appear to support the weight of 
the decorative surround: and 
moving the first and second side members relative to respective first and second 

overlap members to adjust the height of the surround. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26 , wher e in th e first and s e cond side 
memb e rs includ e firot and s econd e nds, tho first end o b e ing orient o d in a vcrticall)' downward 
facing direction, th e method further comprising the step of coupling the first and second 
overlap members to the first -lower ends of respective first and second side members. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27, wherein th e first and second side 
m e mb e rs include first and second e nds, the second ends facing upward, and t he surround 
further including includes a top member extending between and coupled to t he first and 
second side members, the method further comprising the step of coupling th e first and 
s e cond overlap m e mb e rs to th o second e nds of resp e ctiv e fir s t and second sid e members and 
to opposing ends of securing t he top membe r to a fi-ont surface of at least one of the fireplace 
and a wall structure adjacent the fireplace . 
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29. (Currently Amended) An adjustable size decorative surround for a fireplace, the 
surround comprising: 

a top member oriented generally horizontally; 

first and second side members oriented generally vertically; 

a retaining bracket including: 

a surround mount portion secured to the top member: and 
a wall engagement p ortion extending outwardly awav fi-om the ton member; 
a wall mounting bracket including: 

a wall mount portion configured to extend along and be secured to a fi-ont 

surface of at least one of a fireplace and a wall structure adjacent to the 
fireplace: and 

a surround engagement portion extending outward and upward from the wall 
mount portion to engage the wall engagement portion of the retaining 
bracket: 

wherein vertical movement of the first and second side members relative to the top 
member adjusts the size of the surround. 

30. (Original) The surround of claim 29, wherein the surround includes a height, and 
relative movement between the top member and the first and second side members adjust the 
height of the surround. 

3 1 . (Original) The surround of claim 29, wherein the surround includes a width, and 
relative movement between the top member and the first and second side members adjust the 
width of the surround. 

32. (Original) The surround of claim 29, wherein the surround fiirther includes first and 
second overlap members configured to cover an intersecting point between the top member 
and respective first and second side members. 
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33. (Original) The surround of claim 1, further comprising a mantle shelf configured for 
mounting on top of the top member. 



